— 


4 2 


TREATISE 


„„ 


„ 


HAAPPINESS 


4 


6 


Look round the buſy World, and ſee how few 
Know their own good, and, knowing it, purſue. 
i Pope. 


Vanum eſt & breve omne humanum Solatium. 
Kempis. 


umg. 


TD 
8 


LOND O N: 


Printed and fold by M. Lewis in Paternaſter-Notu; 
alſo ſold by M. WirRERSs in Fleet-ſireet; and 


E. DiLLy in the Poultry. 1759. | 
Price 4d. or 35, per Doz. to thoſe who give them away. 


* 
3. _ — 


CSESESESESESESEVEVER 


A 
TREATISE, Oc. 


NN NM HERE is nothing which mankind dif- 
* 1 & fer ſo much as in their choice of hap- 
© pineſs, all being agreed, that tis the 

KX moſt deſirable thing, yet the moſt diffi- 
cult on earth to be obtained; not becauſe of its 
being remote, or that it requires ſuch extraordi- 
nary ſearch about, but becauſe the fallen ſtate of 
man makes it ſo difficult to be obtained and en- 
joyed. 

The deſign of the following is to put an end to all 
that reſtleſs anxiety which perplexes and diſturbs 
the moſt noble and learned, as well as the moſt 
ignoble and illiterate part of mankind; and ſure- 
ly if it can be proved that there is ſuch real bliſs, 
both here and hereafter, which is capable of afford- 


ing ſufficiency, yea full and complete happinefs for 


every individual ſoul upon earth, many will at leaſt 
give their aſſent, and it is to he hop'd that not a 
few will be ſo happy as to be made partakers of 
that felicity which is propoſed in the following 
treatiſe. | 3 
In order to make the ſubſequent treatiſe more 
plain and clear, I ſhall divide it under the fol- 
lowing ſeveral heads: 4 | 
| . 2 
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I, Shall make it appear that all ſeek happineſs, 
2dly, Give the only reaſons why they do not find it. 
Zaly, Shew where it is to be found. 

4thly, How it is to be ſought for. 

5thly, When to be found. 

6thly, An invitation to partake of it. And, 
7th, Anſwer ſome of thoſe common objections 
uſually made ' againſt ſeeking happineſs in reli- 
gion. 


And, f/, I am to make it appear that all ſeek 
happineſs. There is a natural bent of the mind, a 
ß appetite implanted in every man which 
ſtrongſy prompts him to the purſuit of happineſs, 
in ſearch of which he ſpares no pains to obtain what 
he has in view; whateyer he ſuppoſes will procure 
him ſatisfactory pleaſure; ſo evident is this aſſertion, 
that we find whatever men eſteem their chief de- 
light, they will hazard their lives in the purſuit of 
it; their time and their affections are wholly en- 
gaged in the ſearch and expectation of it. Take a 
curſory view of the bulk of mankind, and you will 
eaſily perceive what variety of methods are inven- 
ted to ſatisfy their boundleſs thirſt of happineſs, 
ſo that reaſon and conſcience are often oppoſed 
and ſmothered if the end can be gained which 
they have in view. For, though all purſue hap- 
pineſs, yet moſt are diſappointed, not being gui- 
ded by the rules of reaſon and conſcience ; for the 
generality of people ſeek happineſs only in the 
things of this world, which can afford no true 
bliſs: beſides if they could, are ſo ſhort-lived 
that they . periſh in the uſing, and which they 
are ſure to leave behind at the hour of death. 
To adviſe ſuch to ſegk happineſs in Gop, _ 
oh | . 8 riches 


ES 


riches, pleaſures, and honour, are their three 


grand idols, would be thought impertinency; there 


are various other means uſed, which are equal 
ly inſuſficient to make men happy, though not cri- 
minal in themſelves, viz, various arts and: ſcien- 


ces, travelling in foreign countries, prying'into.the 


ſecrets of nature, digging up the bowels of the earth, 


and penetrating into the nature of the celeſtial 


orbs, muſic, books, &c. yea almoſt as various 
are the ways which men employ themſelves in to 
obtain happineſs, as there are perſons in the-purſuit 
of it: and withal, theſe are ſo unſettled and un- 


ſatisfactory that people continually are changing 


what they once embraced with eagerneſs, finding 
it beginning to cloy them, and again are as anxious, 
and as fully bent upon ſomething which at preſent 
appears deſirable. From hence we may clearly ſee 
that all men ſeek happineſs, and every one for 
himſelf muſt confeſs he is the man. But in the 
purſuit of all the above-mentioned methods, which 
mankind labour in to obtain their end : Do the 
find it? This is the point, which I know you'll 
anſwer me in the negative. I will now 


24ly, Give you the only reaſons why you do not 
find it, why you do not obtain what you /o eagerly 
purſue And in ſhort it is, deen you ſeek it 
where it is not to be found, and neglect to ſeek it 
where it is to be found. If we were not immortal 
beings we ſhould find happineſs in the purſuit of the 
afore-mentioned ſchemes ; but remember, thou haſt 
an immortal ſpirit, which is capable of knowing, 
loving, and enjoying God to all eternity; therefore 
you muſt have ſomething adequate to your capa- 
cities and endowments to make you happy. You 
are to live for ever in heaven or hell; ſurely then 
. nothing 
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nour. Theſe are the three chief idols adored al- 


W 
nothing finite can ſatisfy an everlaſting ſpirit. Con- 
ſider, I beſeech you, all the methods you invent to 
find happineſs in are for the body, not for the ſoul. 
The care and pains which moſt people take for their 
bodies, to pleaſe and gratify their appetites and 
ſenſes, would make an impartial man conclude, 
that ſuch people thought they had no ſouls; for 
molt certainly they live as without God in the 
world. My friends, you need not wonder that you 
are unhappy, for, by ſeeking happineſs where it is 
not to be found, therefore you find it not. How 
abſurd a part do you act again reaſon and common 
ſenſe, if you, who have ſouls which will never periſh, 
neglect to ſeek their proper happineſs, and only aim 
after happineſs in periſhable things ? The very beaſts 

per better than you, they were made for this 
world, and therefore they have and enjoy what their 
natures crave, Alas | man, how art thou fallen 
how deplorable is thy condition ! how degenerated, 
and involved in miſery | how loſt to all ſenſibility 
of thy real eſtate ! how is thy character pictured out 
in holy writ } how juſtly art thou compared to a loſt 
ſheep; for thou art wandered from God, from 
Chriſt thy true ſhepherd, from heaven thy native 
abode, into a forlorn, wretched and miſerable 


world; ſo that thou, like the prodigal, art at a loſs 


to return to thy father's houſe, having no guide to 
direct you, nor any one to aſſiſt you; ſo that thou 
contenteſt thyſelf to feed upon the huſks of riches, 
-pleaſures and honour for happineſs, but thanks be 
to God, who has mercifully put it out of their power 
to ſatisfy thee, in order that thou ſhouldeſt come to 


thyſelf, and return to thy father's houſe, 


As was before obſerved, the generality of man- 
kind purſue happinels in riches, pleaſure and ho- 


moſt 


a2 


moſt over the whole earth; not to ſpeak of thy 
deviliſh nature which ſets thee at the utmoſt di- 
ſtance from real good, (which entirely involves you 
in preſent miſery and utterly incapacitates you for 
happineſs) thy pride, anger, envy, malice, revenge, 
lying, ſwearing, defrauding, ſabbath-breaking, &c. 
but only let us conſider thy earthly or animal na- 
ture how thou art chained down to theſe inferior, 
theſe baſe, theſe deceitful phantoms, and try whe- 
ther, by the due conſidering theſe three motives of 
action, we ſhall not eaſily make it appear that thom 
art miſerable, and that thou canſt not be happy till 
thy heart is weaned from theſe idols, theſe Dalilahs, 
which are /o far from making thee happy, that they 
prevent thy being /. You will obſerve it is not 
out of bare aſſertion but upon clear proof from rea- 
ſon, ſcripture and experience, that I ſhall ſearch 


out the cauſe why men miſs of happineſs in the |} 
purſuit of riches, pleaſure, and honour. Theſe | 
are eagerly ſought for by moſt, in order to obtain 
happineſs, but they deceive as many as purſue | 


them, or look for it in them: And one would think 


the experience of ſo many years ſhould convince | 


men that all theſe are only the ſhadows of hap- 
pineſs, and conſequently would diſcourage them 
from ſecking them ſo earneſtly, and look more 


for the ſubſtantial pleaſure, for real bliſs. Can 
riches, ſo called, make a man happy? they can 


as ſoon make him immortal. Can the heaping up 
treaſures upon earth, can thouſands of gold and 
ſilver ſatisfy the boundleſs defires of an immortal 
ſoul ? *tis impoſſible, 'tis inconſiſtent with reaſon to 
think ſo. How inconſiſtent is that man with him- 


ſelf, who ſuppoſes it reaſonable and commendable to | 


lay up treaſures upon earth in order to obtain hap- 
pineſs, when wiſdom declares 'tis impoſſible they 


ſhould | 


| 


» y 


We 
ſhould make him happy? What is there in mone 
which ſo charms, which ſo fatally allures the fouls 
of men, even to make them forget the deſign of 
their being ſent into the world ? Does not riches 
make themſelves wings and fly away? Do they not ge- 
nerally diſappoint your expectations? yet obſerve, 
it is not money itſelf which makes thee miſerable, it 
is the love of it, the deſiring it for its own ſake, the 
truſting in it for help and happineſs, the expecting 
that from it which only God can give. Oh ! thou 
lord of the creation, how art thou fallen ! how is 
thy dignity debaſed, how are thy affections clogged 
and encumbered, how low are thy aims, where is 
now thy ambition, where is now thy honour, where 
is now thy happineſs ? Thou haſt loſt all, thou art 
engendered in fin, thou art a fallen creature, yea, 
fo deeply fallen, that thou, amazing truth! applieſt 
even to money to make thee happy. Well then, 
art thou happy? Have you found what you ſo long 


and fo eagerly purſued? I may venture to anſwer 


for thee and declare thou ſtill remaineſt unhappy and 
miſerable ; and ſo thou wilt, if thou nts but 
a little longer in the condition thou art in, for ever 
and ever: for remember thou art to die, how ſoon 
thou knoweſt not, perhaps within a year, a month, 
a week, a day, for who knows what a day may 
bring forth ; and then thou, alas ! thou muſt leave 
all thy wealth behind thee ; thou muſt leave thy 
riches to others, for thou canſt carry nothing away 
with thee. Well then, what avails all thy riches 
at thy dying hour, nothing at all, or worſe than 
nothing ; if thy heart is wedded to them, thou 
wilt be loth to part with them, for thou parteſt 
with what thou dependeſt entirely upon, but quit 
them thou muſt, and that for ever: There- 


fore I argue, if riches have not made thee happy 
| | ever 
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ever ſince thou haſt been purſuing them, or 
had them in poſſeſſion; if they have made no 
one happy, if thou canſt not carry them away with 
thee, if they will neither ſerve for help nor happi- 
neſs, if they leave thee when you die, at a time 
when you need the moſt chearing and reviving pro- 
ſpect, tis the height of folly to depend upon them 
for thoſe ends, therefore awake thou that ſleepe/t, thou 
that ſayeſt ſoul take thy eaſe, (in the dream of ſeek- 
ing happineſs or contentment in this world) and 
ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee life. 

Let us now take a view of that ido] PLEASURE, 
which has more votaries than the former, becauſe 
all have it not in their power to lay up treaſure up- 
on earth, yet moſt, if not all, have it in their power 
to depend upon pleaſures, ſo called, for happineſs. 
But are they happier than the former? Do they 
ſucceed better in their attempts ? In general men 
heap up riches in order to obtain pleaſure, but do 
they find it? In this reſpect do riches befriend 
you or not ? if they did, your happineſs would be 
proportionable to your riches ; and conſequently, 
the richeſt man would be the happieſt man. And 
as for thoſe who have no affluence or abundance 
of worldly wealth, do they find pleaſure ſufficient 
to ſatisfy their deſires ? Do they in all the in- 
ventions which the wit of man can contrive inde- 
pendent of God find happineſs? I am bold to declare 
they do not. Can the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of 
the eye, and the pride of life, give you the leaſt 
degree of real happineſs? Alas no, tis true they 
have the art of winning your affections, of debaſing 
your nature, and burying you in ſenſuality ; and this 
is all the happineſs they afford you. My dear 
friends, is it poſſible that eating, drinking, and ſleep- 
ing, plays, operas, and —— cards, dancing 


and 
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and muſick, c. can give you reſt, or contentment, 
or happine{s ? call it which you pleaſc, for I am not 
criticiling about modes of ſpeech, but am aiming at 
our ſoul, to have it made what God originally in- 
tended it ſhould be, vz. holy and happy. 

Was you ever really happy one hour all your life? 
ſo happy as that you were willing to die, if God 
ſhould require your foul of you ? If not, where is 

our boaſted happineſs? If you are not reſign'd to 
the will of God, in all circumſtances and conditions 
of- life ; all your titles, your treaſures, your high 
living, avail nothing; becauſe they do not forward 
your happineſs. You have labour'd for riches with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs, and for what? Why, to pur- 
chaſe what will pleaſe your affections, your appetite, 
ow lenſes, your imaginations, Well, ſuppoſe you 

ave gain'd an abundance of wealth, does it anſwer 
your expectation ? No, ſtill you cannot but ſay, 


« Amidſt our plenty, ſomething ſti! 
To me, to thee, to him is wanting 
That cruel ſomething unpoſſeſt, 

&« Corrodes and leavens all the reſt. 


Pri, 


Makes every thing inſipid and irkſome, fo as to ſet 
your inventions continually on the rack to find ſome 
new amuſement. What occafions that, which 
you call, lowneſs of ſpirits, which moſt people have 
at times? tho' in fact, it is often not ſo, it is only 
this; you are at a loſs for ſomething new to give 
you ſome little pleaſure, and therefore you grow dull 
and melancholy. Alas! what ſignifies all your 
hurry and huſtle, while you remain ſtill diſſatisfied, 
dilcontented and miſerable ? ſurely this pleaſure, as 


it is call'd, is miſery to the foul ; and this * 
che 
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the utmoſt ſlavery. I know when it is oy think 
yourſelf happy, but your thinking yourſelf happy, is 
no proof of your being ſo; there is many a mad-man 
who looks upon himſelf a king, but his thinking 
himſelf a king, is no proof of his being a king : So 
you, when you have things go as you would have 
them ; if you enjoy your own eaſe, if you proſper in 
your worldly affairs, and are, as you term it, happily 
married ; if you can indulge yourſelves with variety 
of food and plenty; if nothing erofles you; if you 
can enjoy what you defire ; frequent plays, aſſem- 
blies, &c. then you think een happy; but 
you are no more happy, and equally deceive your- 
ſelves, as much as that mad- man who thinks himſelf 
a king, while he is in chains. My friends, when 


you are indulging yourſelves in the above manner, 


are you happy in God's account? quite the contrary, 
for he hath declar'd, He that liveth in pleaſure, is dead 
while he liveth: He is ſo drown'd in ſtupidity and 
ſenſuality, that he is totally dead to God; for his 
ſpiritual ſenſes and affections are dead, and he is only 
alive to the world. Again, he is not prepar'd for 
death, and therefore cannot be happy. 

Let us now briefly conſider, what HoxouR can 
do, to ſupply the deficiency of riches and pleaſure, 
in order to Ausf the craving thirſt of happineſs, fo 
deeply engraven on the human heart. Mankind in 


_ are ſo opinionated of themſelves, that when - 


50d does bleſs them with gifts and endowments, 
they make them deſtructive to their own happinetls ; 
by aſeribing to themſelves that praiſe, which is only 
due to God; not confidering that ſaying of the 
Apoſtle, No made thee t differ from another © ad 


what haſt thou, which thou haſt not receid dd? and if 


tou baſt receiv'd it, why ds you glry as if yu had net 
recetV'd it? Now the ſinfulneſs of this honour or 
| B 2 ; vain- 
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vain-glory, lies in robbing God of his due; who twill 
not give his glory to another. It is beſides, vain and 
tranſitory, it will ſoon vaniſh as a vapour: Men 
are ſo fond of being prais'd or admir'd, that gene- 
rally the greateſt flatterer meets with more ſucceſs, 
than thoſe who deſerve to be reſpected, hecaule they 
praiſe others, in order to be eſteemed and praiſed 
themſelves ; while the truly reſpectful are backward 
in praiſing others to their faces, knowing it engen- 
ders pride. How common is it for men to boaſt of 
their birth, their parentage, their fortune, their 
health, ſtrength, goods, c. if they are a little above 
the common level of mankind; but if otherwiſe, 
viz, poor, how aſhamed of their parents, their 
birth, their education, &c. 

There is nothing more coveted, nor any thing 
more deſtructive of happineſs, than this ; ſo that you 
often may ſee men of fortune, yea, others aiſo, moſt 
miſerable, when they find themſelves lighted or 
neglected by their fellow- creatures. But what avails 
the honour which cometh from men, which isatten- 
ded with ſuch racking torture and diſtreſs ? The re- 
ſpe& which moſt men expres for each other, periſhes 
with the expreſſing it; 'tis barely formal, ceremo- 
nial and hypocritical ; There is none ſo miſerable as 
the ambitious ; the vain-glorious ; the ſeeker of 
nonour and reputation, becauſe he is ſo diſguſted when 
he mzets with the leaſt diſreſpect. It carries its own 
torment along with it, which makes it detrimental, 
and totally deſtructive of true joy. To be in autho- 
rity, to be the darling of mankind, to be eſteem'd by 
all, is certainly very pleaſing to fleſh and blood ; 
but what does it . if I aſcribe that to my- 
ſelf, which others aſcribe to me, if I am con- 
ſcious I am quite undeſerving of it? beſides, 
worldly applauſe laſts but for a moment, and 1s 
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gone for ever. We continually hear people ſay, 
and it is the language of moſt people's hearts: If I 
was inſuch authority, or had ſuch an eſtate, or were 
in ſuch an — 1 how happy ſhould I be; 


what good would I do; how charitable would I bez 
when they give themſelves the lie, by not now being 
merciful after their power, in the ſtation they are now 
in: When they have attain'd their wiſh,how contra- 
ry do they act | ſtill they remain as uncharitable as 
before, and their good intentions only floated in 
their heads; while their hearts remain as averſe to 
love or charity as ever : It was only their ambition 
which prompted them thus to vent their defire 
while it was ſo aſhamed of appearing in naked ſim- 
plicity, that it is forc'd to put on the diſguiſe of 
charity, to keep it in countenance. 

I hope by this time, you plainiy ſee, why men 
are not happy; becauſe they ſcek it, where it cannot 
be found. : 

I ſhall now, by the help of God, in the third 
place, ſhew you * it is to be found. 

After all your reſtleſs purſuits, yet grievous diſap- 
pointments; behold I ſhew you the thing which 
youlong for, the one thing needful ; where you may 
find all that is capable of giving you real happineſs, 
even in Feſus Chriſi, the ſecond perſon in the adorable 
Trinity ; who left the throne of his father's glory, 
and came into the world to ſeek and to fave us poor 
loſt ſinners; and is now in heaven, pleading his 
merits for us: Theſe words, tho' very few, are 
very comprehenſive ; and could I but perſuade you 
of the truth of my aſſertion, what joy would it afford 
me: deſpiſe not my offer, neither reject my invita- 
tion; at leaſt not till I have explain'd to you how 
he can make you happy, and altogether ſo. I aſſure 
you, from my on and many thouſands experience, - 

| (many 
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(many of whom are now living, whileothers are alrea- 
dy in paradiſe, adoring their bleſſed Saviour, waitin 
for the complete ſalvation of both ſoul and body.) 
that he can give you real, preſent, abiding happineſs, 
and he alone. He is the life of the ſoul ; which is as 
| much kept alive, thro' his divine grace, as our bodies 
are with due ſuſtenance. I will a little delineate 
his character, that you may admire his love ; and be 
charm'd with his comlineſs. This is he, who is able 
and willing to ſave to the uttermaſt, all who come to him: 
yea, to make you holy and happy in time and eter- 
nity ; when you have deſpair'd of happineſs, after 
having been totally diſappointed. I will quote ſcrip- 
ture, for the poſitive proof of what I advance; 
and then leave it to your conſideration, to chuſe 
him who is altogether lovely. We will con- 
ſider a few of the various ſtates and conditions of 
mankind, and then refer to the holy ſcripture, to 
_ you, how exactly ſuited he is to all our wants 
nd neceſſities. Do you thirſt for happineſs ? Hear 
what he ſays in Jaiab, ly. 1. Ho! every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters ; and he that hath 
no money, come ye, buy and eat, yea, came, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. Are you 
weary of ſeeking reſt or happineſs and finding none ? 
accept this invitation from his gracious lips: Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
J will give you reſt, Matt. xi. 28. Are you poor? 
He will give you gold tried in the fire. Rev. iii. 18. 
Are you naked ? He will give you white raiment 
that you may be cloathed, Rev. iii. 18. Are you 
ignorant? He will make you wiſe unto ſalvation, 
2. Tim. iii. 15. Are you fatherleſs? He is a father 
of the fathirleſs, Pſalm, Ixviii. 5. Are you afflicted? 
In all your affiietions, be is afflifted, Heb, iv. 15. Are 
> | | you 
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you ſinful and guilty, and want atonement to be 
made for you; behold, Fe ever liveth to make inter- 
75 for you; who bere your fins in his own body on 
the tree, Heb. vii. 25. Are you enſlav'd to fin? He 
will jet you at liberty, Iſaiah, Ixi. 1. Are you weak 
and feeble ? He will flrengthen you 1vith all might, by 
his ſpirit, in your inner man, Eph. iii. 16. Have 
you no friend to direct you? He is the wonderful 
councellor, Iſaiah, ix. 8. Are you ſick of ſin, long- 
ing to be heal'd of its deadly plague? Fe is the 
phyſician of ſouls, Matt. ix. 12. In ſhort, my dear 
friends, there is nothing in you, or about you, that 
prevents your happineſs, but he can and will re- 
move; and there is nothing which you need, to 
complete your happineſs, but he will certainly give 
you: In him you may find full and complete hap- 
pineſs ; but without him, nothing but diſappointment 
and deluſion. Learn of me, faith Chriſt, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart; and would we but learn 
this of him, ſuch peace and pleaſure, ſuch ſatisſaction 
and delight, would ariſe, as would abundantly ſatisfy 
the pains and difficulties of learning it. For who ſo 
happy on earth, as the man who is of an humble, 
meek, loving diſpoſition ; who delights to ſmile on 
all around him; who is never ſo pleas'd, as when 
he is communicating favours and kindneſs to every 
one, whether friends or enemies. He is ſo meek, 
that he offends no one wilfully, and ſo reconcil'd to 
aftronts, that he bears all the venom of tongues, and 
malice of his bittereſt enemics,, with compolure 
and tranquility of mind ; knowing, that in doing 
this, he is treading in the ſteps of his bleſſed maſter 
and Saviour; and where he is, there ſhall he be alſo: 
Are you deſirous, as I know you are, to enjoy all 
the bleſſings of this life ? then you muſt get him to 
be your friend, who has all power in heaven = 
car 
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earth. You muſt have an intereſt in all that Chriſt 
hath done and ſuffer'd, to recover loſt fouls. You 
muſt taſte the loving-kindneſs of the Lord; and ſee 
the merciful hand, which deals out theſe common 
bleffings to you; and then, and not before, will you 
be capable of being thankful for them. If at 
preſent your hopes and fears, your deſire, your 
love, your delight, your reliſh are for the pleaſures of 
this life, tho' they are very inferior and bear no pro- 
portion to more noble and divine joys : Vea, if your 
confidence is in gold, your delight in pleaſing your 
imagination, your appetite, your ſenſes, in plays, in 
opera's, in routs, in horſe-racing, in aſſemblies, in 
dancing, in exceſs of eating and drinking, fine 
houſes, gay furniture and dreſs, be not ſurpriz'd that 
you remain diſſatisfied and reſtleſs; for in the nature 
of things you cannot be otherwiſe. 

But I earneſtly intreat * for the ſake of your 
precious and immortal fouls, that you now begin to 
undeceive yourſelves; try the experiment which 
Ithall recommend to you. I have ſhewn you where 
happineſs is to be found; yea, full, complete, abi- 
ding, uninterrupted happineſs; ſo full and plenteous 
that it will ſatisfy the utmoſt longings of your thirſty 
ſoul. So copious, that there is a balm for every 
| wound; and ſo free, that it is even now ready to be 

-convey'd to you. Well then; I hope many of 
you begin to ſee your error, to feel your miſery, to 
dread your danger; for tho' I have not much 
alarm'd you with the everlaſting deſtruction which 
is preparing for you, unleſs you repent and turn to 
God; yet now declare I unto you, that if you live 
and diein your fins, you'll die to all eternity ; or you 
will live a never dying life in everlaſting torments : 
T hope, by this time, you will begin to take the 


advice of one who ſincerely loves you, and who, 
write 


E 


writes this purely for your advantage: For be aſſur'd, 
if you do not take warning by this ; if you will not 
be convinc'd, but continue to Jive an earthly, ſenſual, 
deviliſh life, this will increaſe your condemnation, 
at that day, when the ſecrets of all hearts will be 
unfolded, and you ſhall ſtand naked before the 
tribunal of an angry, ſin- avenging God: Then we 
may ſuppoſe he will ſay to you, as he did in the days 
of his fleſh, How often would I have gather d thee, as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not? And my friends, would you doubt of Chriſt's 
willingneſs to ſave you, conſider the many paſſages 
of ſcripture before cited ; and look upon this, as a 
freſh meſſage from God, to invite you to be happy; 
for it certainly is ſo, however you may receive it: 
If any do feel their miſery, and find the inſufficiency 
of all worldly pleaſure, riches and honour to make 
them happy: If you have any deſire or inclination 
to accept of the offer'd mercy, and are at a loſs 


how to obtain it : I will (with the help of God) 
athly. Shew you how it is to be ſought for, 


But firſt, in order to give you ſome encourage- 
ment to ſeek it — muſt remind you a little 
of its value. The happineſs I am perſuading you 
to, is not like that this world promiſes you, fading 
and unſatisfaftory, and uncertain. Its ripeneſs and 
maturity commences, 2s it were, when worldly 
minded men's ſickens and dies. This endures when 
time ſhall be no more, even thro' all the endleſs 
ages of eternity; it is ſatisfactory; it is adequate to 
all the capacities and faculties of your foul : It is to 
know, to love, to be happy in God; it is to live for 
ever with him ; it is to be deliver'd from the curſe 
which hangs over your heads; it if to be reinſtated 


tO 
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into the favour of God; to recover the image of 
God ; to be happy and content in all circumſtances 
of life. It is to be deliver'd from the ſlavery of fin ; 
from the evil that is in the world: It is to have all 
your wants ſupplied; all your ſickneſs cured; all 
your pure deſires ſatisfied: Surely if this will not 
engage your attention to the Tone which I am 
going to give you, nothing will; you muſt be 

upid, inſenſible indeed, and paſt all feeling; and 
this happineſs 1s certain, as thouſands to their com- 
fort will find. You muſt repent and believe the 
goſpel, if you wauld be partaker of this ſupreeme 
happineſs : And if this is all, perhaps you think you 
either have done this, ar can very eaſily do it when 
you pleaſe : But alas! you are quite miſtaken ; the 
repentance which I am going to deſcribe to you 
muſt come from the heart; it muſt be a loathing and 
abhorring ſin; it muſt be to feel your miſery, your 
fins and wickedneſs, to find it a fore burden too 
heavy for you to bear; to mourn and be afflicted; to 
ſee Gn in its hideous colours. But this you cannoc 
do of yourſelf; your heart is too hard, and your 
conſcience too much ſeared : Therefore you muſt 
go to the throne of grace, to the blood of ſprinkling, 
to the fountain open'd for fin and uncleanneſs: You 
muſt ſeek the grace of repentance from IEsus 
CnarisT ; ſaying, Lord! help me to abhor myſelf, 
and repent in duſt and aſhes: Lord! I am a vile 
finner, unworthy of the leaſt drop of mercy: God 
be merciful to me a ſinner; give me unfeigned 
repentance, a repentance not to be repented of. 
Andas for believing the goſpel, this alſo you cannot 
do of yourſelf, ts therefore muſt ſeek help from 
Jesvs CurisT: For it is not a bare aſſent to the 
truths delivered in the holy ſcriptures; but it is 


believing with the heart that JesUs CHRIST came 
inte 
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into the world to fave you, the chief of finners. It is 
appropriating to 8 all that IE Sus CHRIST 
hath done and ſuffer'd for you. It is receiving him 
in all his offices as Prophet, Prieſt and King: It is 
knowing your miſery and applying to him for hap- 
pineſs: It is feeling your ſpiritual ſickneſs and 
diſeaſe, and applying to him who is the phyſician of 
ſouls : It is feeling your wants and ſeeking relief 
from him: Tt is looking unto him continually, 
waiting, expecting and longing for a bleſſing. "Fhere 
muſt likewiſe accompany all this, a continual atten- 
dance upon all the ordinances of God; reading, pray- 
er, faſting, receiving the holy ſacrament, and keep- 
ing conſtant to the * of the church. You muſt 
likewiſe forſake all your ſins, you muſt ſhake them 
off, as St. Paul did the viper. You muſt abſtain 


from all appearance of evil. You muſt no longer 


frequent play-houſes, maſquerades and other places 
of diverſion; but ſeek with all your heart *till you 
find the pearl of great price, and be not weary of 
waiting for it ; tarry thou the Lord's leifure, in due 
time he will ſpeak peace to your ſoul, and give you 
plenteous redemption thro' his blood. Be importu- 
nate with God; his ear is not heavy, he will ſoon 
come, he will not tarry; the longer he delays to 
anſwer your requeſts, the more abundantly will he 

ive you thoſe things you need, in his on time: 

herefore be not diſcouraged, be not faint in your 
minds ; beware of running again into the world, it 
has deceiv'd you too much already: Surely you 
need not now be caution'd to beware of applying 
to riches, pleaſure and honour to make you happy ; 
you have found they cannot: God has mercifully 
put 1t out of their power; ſo that they have not 
afforded you the leaſt grain of ſolid happineſs, during 
the long time — were deeply fix d upon 
C 2 them, 


| 
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them. Yet I know the love of the creature is 
rooted in the heart, and that there is a ſtrong 

ropenſity to cleave to ſome beloved idol; therefore 
I muſt intreat you to bear with me a little : Tho' 
you may in a great degree have ſhaken off your 
three grand enemies, the world, the fleſh and the 
devil, yet there are many things which will endea- 
vour to prevent your reſting fully in Chriſt for help 
and for happineſs ; fo that you muſt watch and pray 


- continually : You muſt beg of God that he would 


not let you reſt ſhort of Chriſt ; alſo, that he would 
keep, defend and preſerve you : Groan earneſtly for 
peace: But beware of ſpeaking peace to your ſoul, 
when there is no peace : You will be yery liable to 
do this: Satan will be very buſy with you, he will 
endeavour to perſuade you all is well, when you 
know little or nothing of the power of godlineſs. He 
will try to make you think yourſelf a diſciple of 
Chriſt, when you have only the form of godlineſs, 
being quite deſtitute of the power. I beſeech you 
to watch againſt this, thouſands go thus far and no 
farther: They abſtain from open, groſs, notorious 
fins; they go to church or meeting, and ſometimes 
receive the ſacrament ; they give a little to the poor; 


they are formal, regular and decent, and ſo conclude 


they have made their peace with God, have pur- 
chas'd heaven, and are now ripe for glory. When 
alas! they are only painted ſepulchres, while their 
hearts remain earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. Oh! my 
friends, this babe] building muſt come down, and 

ou muſt go much farther before you can ſee the 
„ee, of God in glory. What avails your being 
a phariſee, an outſide chriſtian, a formaliſt, a ſelf- 
deceiver? it would be much better for you, if you 
could make the publican's prayer the . of 
your heart; God be merciful ta me & ſinner ! read the 
; _ XVI 
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xvilith chap. of St. Luke, and there you will ſee who 
is approv'd of and accepted by God, the proud, 
conceited phariſee, or the ſelf- abaſing publicanz 
perhaps you think this is all chimera, that it is 
impoſſible Satan ſhould ſo deceive you. But are you 
not ſo deceiv'd already? What do you depend upon 
for acceptance with God? Do you not think you | 
ſhall inherit heaven by your doing ſomething, and | | 
Chriſt doing the reſt ? It is very probable, you have [| 
concluded you muſt do no harm, and live as good | 
as you can, and then Chriſt is to ſupply your de- 
ficiency. If this is your caſe, it is very deplorable 
and dangerous, this is making Chriſt an half Saviour, 
which in effect is to make him none at all to you; 
for he will ſave you wholly, or not at all. He is 
the alpha and omega, the beginning and the end;; 
you cannot take one ſtep in the way to his kingdom 
without him, and therefore you are far gone out of 
the way, if you ſuppoſe you are near heaven, without 
the righteouſneſs, ſtrength and help of Chriſt : de- 
ceive not your own ſouls ; you had better honeſtly 
confeſs that you truſt to your own doings and de- 
ſzrvings for acceptance with God, than periſh for 
ever. Think me not your enemy becauſe I tell 
8 the truth; becauſe I counſel you as a friend; 
ecauſe I warn you of reſting ſhort of Jeſus Chrift 
for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and re- 
demption ; for help and for happineſs. If any of 
you are in diſtreſs and anguiſh of foul, tarry thou 
the Lord's leiſure : Tho" heavineſs may endure for a 
night, yet joy cometh in the morning. Chriſt will aſ- 
ſuredly ſpeak peace to your ſoul, his promiſes are 
true; for he came to preach the goſpel to the poor, to | 
! 


heal the broken hearted ; to preach deliverance to the 
captrues, and recovering of fight to the Blind ; to ſet at 
lberty them that are bruiſed. Look for his firſt coming, 


and 


„ 


and he will give you the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praiſe for the 22 4 heavineſs. F Old 
Simeon Waĩted for the conſolation of //rael, and he 
waited till he came into the world, and then he 
rejoic'd in fprrit. Mary Magdalen waited at the 
ſepulchre, and Chriſt appear'd and chear'd her 
Erooping ſpirit. Be encourag'd then by theſe ex- 
amples, and be affur'd the ſame Jeſus, who comforted 
them, will alſo comfort you; by giving you his juſti- 
fying grace to pardon you; and his ſanctifying grace 
to purify you; till by his glorifying grace he makes 
you entirely holy and compleatly happy in heaven. 


Know Cad, and teach thy ſoul n know 
| The Joys which" from rellgimm flow. 


ohh, I will now, by the aid of God's ſpirit, ac- 
2 you with the time when this happineſs is to 
' found, which I have been urging you to ſeek 
after; the ſenſibility of it is to ſome ſooner, to others 
Eater. There are fome who groan under the burden 
of fin, and a ſenſe of the wrath of God many years; 
> is but ſeldom the caſe ; generally the Lord 
burſts through the cloud of anguiſtr and diſtreſs, 


by ſpeaking peace to the troubled ſoul, and imme- 
s diately there is a calm. Yea, he removes all the 
dread of the wrath of God; the doubts, fears and 
Eruples of the ſoul, relating to its being in the favour 
of God, and this he does by removing your heavi- 
nefs, and by giving you peace and joy. And leſt 
the joy which you ſometime may have ſhould-prove 
2 deluſſon, ſomething ſpun from a warm, lively 
imagination; always remember that he gives his 
fanctifying grace, (tho' but in a ſmall meaſure, ) at 
the fame time: So that when you find your doubts 
| and fears vaniſh away, you: alſo find tlie . f 
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God ſhed abroad in your heart, and alſo power to 
avoid committing outward fin. And not only this, 
but peace rules there, hope ſprings up in the ſoul, 
and the graces of the ſpirit begin to bud and bloſſom 
as a roſe: Then it is that we have God's fpirt 
witneſſmg with our ſpirits that we are the children of God, | 
Alſo we have the te/{imony of a good conſcience ; and if 
our hearts condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God. 

We dare not ſay we have no ſenſe or knowledge 
of forgiveneſs of our ſins in this life; thouſands there 
are at this day who know by the above marks, that | 
they are in the favour of » becauſe the God of 
peace reigns in their ſouls. TID power over 
all ſin ; they have the image of ſtamp'd upon 
their hearts; they are content, holy and happy. 
Lord make us all fo. 


I will now in the 6th place invite you to partake 
of real happineſs. 


I would hope that after being ſhewn a faint 
reſemblance of the happineſs I have been urging 
you to partake of, you will reſolve, by divine 
grace, to ſeek for it. t knowing how backward 
men are to regard what has been propos'd, and how 
unwilling to believe that to be their happineſs, their 
true intereſt, which alone is ſo, being ſtrongly pre- 


judic'd againſt it: I will argue with you a little, and 
endeavour to perſuade you to accept of the propos'd 
happineſs. You have ſeen that all purſue happi- 
neſs; 2 have been ſhewn why they do 


not find it. You have alſo been ſhewn where it is 
to be found. You have been ſhewn alſo how you 
may attain it ; and therefore I truſt many of you 
need no invitation to partake of it. However, 


permit | [ 
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permit me, my dear friends, to preſs it home to your 
conſciences: And may the holy ſpirit apply it with 
power. e e N 
If you are unholy, prophane of ungodly, you 
cannot be happy, and while you remain thus, it is 
mimpoſſible you ſhould he otherwiſe than miſerable ; 
for beſides the ſtings and remorſe of a guilty con- 
ſcience ; beſides the fear which torments your ſoul ; 
beſides the feeling yourſelf-unhappy, and the dread 
which you have at the thoughts of death : In a 
ſhort time you muſt appear before the'awftl tribunal 
of Chriſt, and receive the puniſhmentJuſtly due to 
you ; for mercy refus'd will certainly be attended 
with juſtice inflicted ; and to deſcribe the extremity 
of miſery which will be inflited on all who reject 


I deſcription : Eſcape then for your life, and flee to 
j Jeſus the fountain of happineſs. I ſuppoſe many of 
you are civil, moraliz'd people ; yet what does al} 
this avail if you are ſtill unhappy ! If your morality 
has not made you happy! you find this has deceived 
you. But I hope 8 find alſo by experience, my 
method, or rather God's method, will not. Suppoſe a 
perſon in winter expos'd to every degree of miſery, 
which the inclemency of the cold ſeaſon neceſſarily 
expoſes him to; fuppoſe him hungry,cold and naked, 
almoſt ſtarved to death with hunger, ready to periſh 
with cold, and almoſt benumb'd for want of apparel 
to cloath him ? now ſuppoſe this perſon had a friend 
who offer'd to feed and cloath him; yea that this 
friend was willing, not only to give him bread to 
eat and raiment to put on, but alſo to make him 
partake of all his houſe afforded, do you think he 
would refuſe his kind offers? Do you not rather 
think he would leap for joy in having ſuch offers? 
Ves certainly; you would think the man a mad-man 

| were 
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the offers of ſalvation, is impoſſible, it is beyond 
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were he to refuſe or reject ſuch kindneſs. Well 


then, I aſſure you, unleſs you accept of the offer'd 
mercy, in condemning him you condemn yourſelf ; 
for whatever, or however you may think of yourſelf, 
you are in a much mote deplorable condition than 
him above-deſcribed, and your character is beauti- 
fully pictur'd out in P/alm cvii. 4, 5. and glad 
ſhould I be if the fixth verſe was alſo applicable 
to you. You have, for many years, been ſeek- 
ing happineſs in the things of this world, but 
they have not anſwer'd your expectation. You have 
altogether. been diſappointed, and you ſtill remain 
diſcontented, reſtleſs and unhappy ; and not you 
only, but all around you. There is not a perſon 
upon earth but is alſo diſappointed as you are, who 
ſeek for happineſs as you do. Perhaps you may 
think Jam endeavouring to perſuade you againſt 
ſenſe and reaſon, but, think what you will, I know 
I am not. I know very well that worldly riches, 
pleaſure and honour are very pleaſing to our nature, 
as they carry much of the appearance of happineſs 
in them, but yet it is only in appearance ; for they 
have all along and altogether proved vain and 
ſhadowy, and ſo far from affording you true pleaſure, 
they have render'd you quite incapable of reliſhing it; 
as the reaſon 1s obvious, as has been before ob- 
ſerv'd; becauſe they ſenſualize the ſou), and were 
not deſign'd by God to make you happy; and con- 
ſequently, if they were not defign'd by God to make 
you happy, they cannot make you happy; for this 
is to make God (who is perfect wiſdom) to act more 
abſurd and fooliſh than fallen man, which is groſs 
blaſphemy : Alſo it is giving power to that which 
God has given none to, which cannot be, as all 


things receive their virtue from God as their original. 


My dear friends, be perſuaded to be happy, be per- 
ſuaded to ſeek for higher delights; the joys of an- 
D gels 
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gels; yea, the enjoyment of God: This, and this 
alone is true felicity, is ſweet content, to love God 
and man ; to be meek, lowly, heavenly-minded, this 
conſtitutes the chriſtian character, and this is real 


bliſs. Behold I ſhew you a myſtery hitherto hid 


from your eyes, and unintelligable to your under- 
ſtandings : If you venture your ſouls upon ſeeking 
happineſs in * CHRIST, then, oh! then you'll 
begin to uſe the world, and to taſte, yea, to partake 
more fully of all the happineſs it ads, an the 


* moſt voluptuous ſenſualiſt ever pretended to; for to 


enjoy this world, is to deſpiſe it. Bleſſed be the 
mercy of our God,who makes all outward, ſenſible, 


' viſible things, means to enable the ſoul to attain 
higher advancements in holineſs and happineſs. Did 


ou, who are worldly-minded, who are fo ſunk in 
ſenſual pleaſures, and ſo debas'd by them, that you 
neither can conceive, nor reliſh the thoughts of 
ſupernatural divine pleaſures ; yet did you but expe- 


rience the joys, the content, the pleaſure, which the 


diſciples of Chriſt partake of, by being united to him 
by living faith: You would alſo with them deſpiſe 
the world; for tho' I grant that this world does af- 
ford ſome little pleaſure to the ſenſes, yet it is chiefly 


to thoſe who ſeek it dependent on God]; otherwile 


they will clog the ſoul, and prevent its thirſting after 
rational and ſpiritual enjoyments : For tho' you do 
perhaps experience ſome little pleaſure, yet its being 


fading and tranſitory, takes off its value, and if it 
keeps you from higher delights, what does it avail ? 


Not to mention thoſe more criminal plezſures 
which many people are enſlav'd to, and which cer- 
tainly are full of more deadly poifon, and which en- 
tirely incapacitate the foul rom preſent and future 
happineſs. You muſt allow me, that the pleaſures 


| of reaſon are far ſuperior to the pleaſures of ſenſe, 


and if you allow me this, (which"you muſt do upon 
rational 
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rational principles) then you act inconſiſtent Wu. 
reaſon, and againſt the cleareſt light of conſcience ; 
by preferring the pleaſures of ſenſe, before the plea- 
ſures of reaſon. I know full well it is not an wn 
thing to make you believe that there is no happineſs 
in the pleaſure, riches and honour which this world 
vainly promiſes; and therefore I intreat you thes 
more to take my advice, till — own happy ex- 
perience convinces you that religion's ways are ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. But as I 
fuppoſe many objections will be made againſt what 
I have been urging 'you to, I will now anſwer 


a few of them ; and may the Holy Spirit make my. 


arguments uſeful to remove your objections. 


7thly, One objection againſt ſeeking pleaſure in 


religious paths is, becauſe it is look'd upon as mo- 
roſe, dull and heavy, and therefore to be ſhunn'd; but 
why is it thus look'd upon? only, becauſe men do 
not enter into the ſpirit of it, nor try impartially as 
they ought to do, as they would do any thing which 
they knew would procure them riches or honour ; 
they take it for granted, becauſe their neighbours 


fay ſo, and their own corrupt hearts, by the inſtiga- 


tion of the devil, ſuggeſts to them /o. But ſurely 
this objection may eaſily be anſwer'd ; for if there is 
that peace, joy, comfort, happineſs and contentment 


in religion, which I have before ſhewn, then cer- - 


tainly it is not a dull and heavy, but a chearful and 
ow life; you need not take my word for a proof 
of this, do but conſult the ſcriptures, and the expe- 
rience. of all who have tried this method, and they 
will abundantly teſtify, that the comforts they now 
enjoy, as far exceed thoſe they before took up with, 
as angelical does beaſtial delights; away then with 
this childiſh objection, which is eaſily ſilenc'd, 


only by examining and abiding by the teſtimony of 
| a 


the 
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Hove witneſſes, viz. In the ſcriptures which in 
the paſſages before cited abundantly declare this 
truth; and alſo by the contentment, the reſignatio: 
and peace which poſſeſſes the ſouls of the dear chil- 
dren of God; and this alſo does by the bye, 
verify the ſcriptures quoted, as well as ſpeak to 
the conſciences of all men. This is a double cord 
which cannot be broken, and will certainly ſerve to 
convince all gainſayers. Who are ſo ſatisfied with 
the ſtation of life in which they are plac'd in as 
the real chriſtians? Who delight to be uſeful to 
others as theydo? Who rejoices more than them in 
afflicting circumſtances? Well might the heathens 
of old cry out, <* Theſe chriſtian dogs how happy 
they are!” But perhaps you deny or doabt at leaſt 
of what I inſiſt upon; becauſe you may have ſeen 
them mourning, grave and ſerious: Why, my 
friend, the occaſion of your ſtumbling at this is, be- 
cauſe you are utterly unacquainted with the divine 
life, as well as with the oracles of God; (for ſpeak 
all along to people dead in fin ) ho are lovers of 
pleaſure more than lovers of God. Our Lord ſays, 
Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted, 
Matt. v. 4. And oh! what a happy mourning 
is that which obtains a bleſſing from God; yea, 
ſuch a bleſſing, as to be made partakers of the bene- 
fits and bleſſings of the goſpel, which are not only 
innumerable, but alſo invaluable; not only preſent, 
but alſo eternal; to be made children of God and 
heirs of glory. Oh ! what bleſſings are theſe, be- 
fides the bleflings which always accompany, and are 
the iſſues thereof, ſuch as contentment, hope and love, 
which are a foretaſte of the joys of heaven, and fill the 
ſoul with unutterable delight. I will hope that this 
objection may be filenc'd, and therefore proceed to a 
and, which is; becauſe the pleaſures of this life 
are yery delightful : This is ſtrengthned by the for- 
| 7 ; | mer 
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mer ſuppoſition, viz. That the pleaſures c rg 
are few or none. But alas] what pleaſure does «}:is 
world afford which is ſo very delightful? The pleaſures 
of a ſenſualiſt, the living in voluptuouſneſs, the pleaſing 
your appetites with variety of meats and drinks, the 
delighting in fine houſes, fine furniture, fine gardens, 
gay equipage, theſe are the things which afford you 
pleaſure ; the making a figure in lite, the having a- 
bundance of wealth, the being in authority, the 
living at eaſe ; theſe are all the ſprings of your hap- 
pineſs, the only fountains from whence proceeds all 
thy delight, while the ſoul is totally forgot, or a- 
mazingly neglected ; and if fo, how miſerable art 
thou? Thy pleaſure is, and will be thy pain; yea, 
thy imaginary happineſs will prove thy real miſery: 
Surely you are convinc'd (if experience can convince 
you) of the utter inſufficiency of one and ail theſe | 
things to give you laſting, ſolid happineſs ; and this 
is a you have, unleſs you apply to cards, plays, 
aſſemblies, horſe-racing, &c. to help you out. - But 
alas! what ſhall theſe avail when God ſays, This 
night ſhall thy foul be requir'd of thee, Then to be void 
of the power of godlineſs, and of the happineſs of a 
religious life, 1s the utmoſt miſery and diſtreſs which 
can poſſibly be conceiv'd this ſide the grave. Can 
that be term'd pleaſure which will incur the diſplea- 
ſure of the Almighty ? No, it cannot. Is it the part 
of a reaſonable man to do that, which will aſſuredly | 
bring upon him the utmoſt extremity of torture ? 
But be aſſur'd, that the living in pleaſure, the being 
only pleas'd, yea, chiefly pleas'd with the things of 
this world, will qiſpleaſe God, and in time draw 
upon you inevitablè deſtruction. 
A third objection which men make againſt living 
a ny life is, becauſe they are told they muſt repent 
and be converted, and that ſpeedily, as a delay uy 
this caſe is very dangerous: yet tho it be very dan- 
| gerous 
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A boelay repentance, as the everlaſting hazard 
of tue foul depends upon it. Men will make a 
thouſand plauſible objections againſt it, and think 
you are doing worſe than robbing them, by urging 
this upon them : Does not thisſhew how deeply and 
deplorably mankind are fallen by original fin ; they 
take darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs, they 
think themſelves quite otherwiſe than in reality they 
are. My fellow-creatures, why ſhould you object a- 
gainſt a ſpeedy repentance? Does not the uncertain- 
ty of life loudly call upon you to repent? Haſt thou not 
ned enough already, but thou muſt ſin more and 
harden thy heart like an adamant? Muſt God wait 
your time torepent? Are not judgments abroad in the 
earth, earthquakes, war, peſtilence,&c.? Are not theſe 
meſſengers from God to warn and invite thee ? If 
thouſands are fummon'd into another world without 
any warning, ought not thou to repent, and prepare 
to meet thy God when he ſhall call thee? How many 
of thy acquaintance have been taken off on a ſudden; 
and oh! aſtoniſhing mercy, art thou leſt alive? and 
yet will you plead againſt a ſpeedy repentance? Will 
you ſtill go on provoking the Loxp to anger? Be- 
ware, leſt in an indolent hour, you are hurled into 
miſery ; You hear of one dying in an apoplexy, ano- 
ther choak'd with eating, another drown'd, another 
murther'd, another kill'd by a fall from his horſe, all 
of them ſudden deaths, and yet you delay to repent: 
But I know full well why ſo many of you remain as 
vou are; it is becauſe you deceive 3 you 
think yourſelves chriſtians already, becauſe you've 
been baptiz d, &c. But does your having been 
baptiz d when you was an infank Bevote you to be 
now a child of God ? Have you perform'd your bap- 
tiſmal covenant ? Have you renounc'd the world, the 
fleſh and the devil? If you have not, what avails 
your having been baptiz'd, when you are now re- 
a | gardleſs 
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gardleſs of the covenant you then made 7 My dear | 


friends, your thinking yourſelves real chriſtians is no 
proof of your being [A unleſs you have the marks, 
and do anſwer the character of a diſciple of Chriſt : 
Have you then the marks of a diſciple of Chriſt ? 
For inſtance, do you take up your croſs ? Or do you 
not rather lead an indolent, eaſy life? Do you deny 
yourſelf, or do you not rather indulge bene in 
8 thing you can ? Do you not miſpend your time 
by playing at cards, by going to plays, aſſemblies, 
&c. Do not you think one good deed will atone for 
many ſins? and if ſo, do you in any reſpect anſwer 
the character of a diſciple of Chriſt? What pretence 
can you have then to happineſs? Yet you have; be- 
cauſe there are ſome things you do, and others you 
leave undone, on account of which, you truſt God 
will pardon and accept you at the day of judgment. 
What is that? Why you read, you ſay your prayers, 
you give a trifle to the poor, you go to church, ſome- 
times tothe ſacrament. Alſo you abſtain from many 
groſs ſins, you do not get drunk, nor ſwear, nor de- 
fraud, &c. and therefore you expect God will reward 
you with a crown of endleſs glory. What preſump- 
tion is this ? For you have no ground whereon to 
build your hopes of ſalvation : "The ſcriptures afford 
you none, ſo far from it, that they condemn you as 


a phariſee ; yea, as a ſelf-conceited, ſelf-rightrous © | 


ſinner. And alas! how many thouſands are there 
of this number: Tis true, they read the ſcriptures 
but their eyes are ſo blinded that they cannot diſcern 
that they are guilty, miſerable ſinners. They read 
prayers, but they never pray in fincerity, becauſe 
they do not look for an anſwer to their prayers. They 
go to church, but it is to ſee and be ſeen, and to avoid 
the ſcandal of ſtaying away, and being miſled by 
their neighbours. They abſtain from groſs ſins, 
becauſe they find ſuch open ſinners diſregarded and evil 

ſpoken 
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1poken of, evenby their quiet neighbours. Thus they 
would have it, they halt, they ſtumble, they remain 


without any real, inward religion, and at laſt periſh 


in their ſins. They know nothing at all of inward, 
vital holineſs, the religion of the heart, and therefore 
know nothing of the power of godlineſs. They are 
angry when reprov'd; yea, they are fo opinionated 
of themſelvgs, of their own goodneſs, that they think 
they ſhall get to heaven ſooner than the poor, con- 
trite, mourning ſoul, who feels its miſery and mourns. 
for happineſs. How often muſt you be told that a 
bare outſide will not avail ? The religion of Jeſus is 
ſpirit and life, it muſt all come from the heart, 
which is the ſeat of action, or elſe what ſignifies all 
this outward ſhow and ſplendour : Away then with 
theſe deceitful notions, you are nat as yet diſciples of 
Chriſt; your hearts are corrupt, and deſperately 


wicked. Go then to the fountain open'd for fin and 


l for uncleanneſs, and beg of Chriſt to ſhew you your 


heart; its vileneſs, its miſery, its ſinfulneſs. No 


longer reaſon thyſelf into miſery, but rouſe from thy 
lethargy, for Gop will give thee ſtrength. 

To conclude, I intreat thee to profit from what is 
here written, and beware thou doſt not reject this 
faithful advice; it was wrote purely for your advan- 
tage, that thou /hould'/? not periſh, but have coerta/ling 
life ; let it not then increaſe your condemnation, but 
belpthee on to attain true happineſs and rea] content- 
ment; that you may bear witneſs to the truth of my 
aſſertion, is my earneſt defire ; ſuch a witneſs as to 
be content and happy, by following the ſteps which 
I have recommended to you: And may the God of 
love, who longs to bleſs you, enable you to experi- 
ence and ſay with the Apoſtle, Gedirneſs hath the pro- 
miſe of. the liſe which now is, as well gs Anat ace iD 
to come, Amen. 5 
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